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thereupon came forward and took the oath prescribed by the con. 
stitution. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, a committee was appo:nted to wait 
on the House of Reprf'seutatives and inform that body that the 
Senate was organized, and ready to proceed to bnsi11rss. 

Messrs. Cooke, Parker and Gage were flppointed the committee. 
On motion of 1\'lr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 

morning at 9 o'clock. 

TuESDAY, August 13, 1850. 

Senate met-roll called- President pro tem. in the chair­
the following Senators answered to their names: 

l\1esl"rs. Brashear, <Jooln•, Campbell, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lati­
mer, Motfelt, Parket·, Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, 'fruit, Van 
Derlip, Wnrd and 'Vallace-quorum presf'nt. · 

Journals of the preceding day read and adopted. 
The committee appointed to wait upon the Honse of Repre­

sentatives and inform tlwm of the organization of the Senate, 
and their readiness to proceed to business, asked leave to perform 
that dnty1 and after a short absence returned and Jeported duty 
performed. 

A co111mittec from the House announced that the House of 
Representati \'es had organized aud were ready to· proceed to 
business. 

On motion of Mt-. Robertson, a committee was appointed to 
act in conjunction with a like committee on the part of the 
Honse, to wait upon the Governor and inform him that the two 
Houses of the Legislature were nrganizPd and ready to receive 
any communication he might wish to make to them. 

Messrs. Rohertson, LotJmer and Van Drrlip were appointed, 
said committee, and asked leave to perform that duty. 

A message was received from the Bouse, inf<.1nning the Senate 
that the House had elected the following otfir.ers, to wit: 

Jo~eph w·. Hampton, Chief Clerk; Jnmes M. Long. Assistant 
Clerk; W. '1'. Tncker, Engrossing Cieri~; A. J. Hnrrell, Enrolling 
Cieri{; A. N. Smith, Sergennt-at arms: and had also, appointed 
.Met;;srs. Scott, Clements and Stewart a comrHittee to act in ron­
junction wi•.h a committee of the Senate to wait on the Gov­
ernor, and inform him of the organization of the two Hoeses, &c. 

The committee of the Senate appointed to wait on the Gov-
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ernor, &c.; reported that they have performed their duty, and that 
the Governor would .. deliver his message to-day at ll o'clock. 

On mo:ion ot Mr. 'raylor, the Senate took recess until half 
after 10 o'clock, A. M.· 

HALF-PAST 10 o'cr...ocK. 
The recess having expired, the Senate was called to order-

quorum present. . 
Mr. Gage introdnced the following ,resolution : 
Resolved, That the Door-keeper. of the S"'nate be authorized 

to employ a porter to perform the menial dnties about the Senate 
chamber, at one dollar rer day. 

Mr. Wallace introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved,. Thtlt the Governor of the State be requssted to 

tmnsiiJit to the Senate a copy of al r the correspondence between 
himself and his predecessors in office, and the Government of the 
United States, relative to the establishment and maintenance of 
any govemment, civil or military by the latter at Santa Fe, in 
the State of Texas. 

A c:ommittee from the Honse of Representatives invited the 
Senate to meet the House in the Representative Hall at 11 o'clock, 
to-day, for thu purpose of hearing the message ot the Governor 
re~. , 

On motion of Mr. Brashear, the Senate proceeded to the House 
of Representatives to hear the message rend. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 
Roll called-qnornm present. 
The message of the Governor was· then read as follows: 

To the Honorable 8enate 

ExE~u·.riVE DEPARTMENT, l 
Austin, August 13, 1850. S 

and HI:Juse of Represe·ntatives: , 
GENTLEMEN: The season of the year is unfavorable for as­

~embling the Representnti ves of the people, and its great heat 
unpropitious fot· matnre and satisfactory deliberation. 'rhe dmft 
which I have felt myself compelled to make npon your time nhd 
personal convenience, and the inGreased expenditures to the 
State necessarily involved hy the extraordinary session n0w con­
vened, were subjects maturely considered, and gave me for a 
time painful solicitude. , 

But as the intrinsic weight of the great question which I shall 
have the honor to present fiH your consideration, continued from 
time to time to augment and to present itself in holder relief ac­
cording as I bestowed reflection npon it, the objections to tha 
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call whirh at first ~eemed to possess validity and force, wrte soon 
lost in the snperior consideration, that a serit1t1s wou11d was itbont 
to be iufiicted npon the houor of our State, and great detriment 
abont to accme to her most important interests. 

As the heetd nf the Executive Depurlment of the Stnte Govern­
ment, posses::-ing most clearly uo remedial fl£!:ellcy strong rmd 
efficaciot.lS euongh for the emergency, I could only acquiesce in 
the necessity wll-icb obi ig(•d me to play the ~uborditwte bnt in­
ten•stiug part of a seutiuel, charged with the dnty of guarding 
with sleepless vigilance ngaiust all unfriendly approacltes, nnd 
ro sound the ~larrn wheuever the sanctity of our rights ~lwuld 
he assai leu, no matter fmrn what qnnrter and in what form. 

Upon receiving the report of the Commissioner appoiutPd un­
der the authority of the act of the lnst Legislatme, to provide for 
the civil organ1zalinn of the counties of Presidio, El Paso, Worth 
and Santa Fe. and other information which snbst·qnently cnme 
to my lmowl£-dge connected with the subject of that rPport, it 
occurred to me, 1hat if the "occ·asion:' coutemplatE:d by the con·· 
stitutiou for the Hxercise of the power by the Executive of con­
vening the Lruislatnre in extraordinary session could ever exist: 
it was presented by the various facts nud circumstancP~, in refer­
ence to a portiun of the territory of our State, requiring in my 
judgment tlte most prompt and decisive action on the part of this 
(iovernment; and though fully sensible of the inconvenif'nce 
and probable hardships to which I must expose you, in asking 
your p1·e~ence at the SPat of Government at n season so unfavor­
able, still the oath I hnd taken, faithfull~r to administer the dntic>s 
of the station which I occnpy, did not permit me to di~regnrd 
the necessity of invoking- the aid and nssistallcP. of the legisla~ 
tive wisdorn of the conntry at a crisis in which the iuterest, 
honor, nnd chnractt>r of the State were so deeply invo)vt'd. 

In accordilnce with the pwvision and requirement of the act 
of January 4th, 1850, RobertS. N<-'ighbors, Esq., wns with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, nppnintf'd the Commissio11er of 
the StntP., to cnrry into operation the objects contemplated hy it, 
and nftPr recPiving snch instruction and nid as it wns in the 
power of the ExP-ctttive to afford, he lefl the ,City of Austin on 
the 8th day of JatJURry Ci1r the reginn of conntry in wllich the 
duties of It is mission reqni red his pre~PIIC~ and action. 

Upon his arrival in the County of "EI Pw•;o, he took thP. IH'ces­
gary measua·P.s £lr its Immediate or~auization, and by his pru­
dence, zeal, and nctivitv, he snccef'ded to the fnllest extent of onr 
expectations. Within ·the s:pace of a few weeks, he effectf'd with 
a people heretofore unaccustomed to our Government and Ja,vs2 
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and strongly imbued with 'prejudices ngainst us as a race, a full 
recngnili!Jil o.f the rights and of their relations to it, and inspired 
in them a desire to cultivate those relations in the perfnrmnnee 
of all the obligations of. good citizens. Th~ complete and perfect 

· returns of the organization of that county made by him to the 
State Depnrtment., afford the best evidence of the ability with 
which the organization was conducted, and it is adverted to no\V 
for?the purpose of shewing the capacity of the Commissioner for 
the perf_ormance of the duties assigntld him, and that the want of 
entire success in executing the act referred to above, is in i1o· 
wise to bP. ascribed to any deficiency on his part. 

The success of l\lajor Neighbors in the County of El Pas~, 
gave rise to stt·ong hopes of nccomplishing the purposes of his 

. mission in the County of Santa Fe, and these hopes were 
strengthened by assurances that he would meet 1 with no opposi· 
tion, or obstacles on the part of the otlicers commanding the 
United States forces at that place. Previous to his departure 
from Et Paso, he was furnished with a copy of an Official Order 
issu£»d at Santa f,e on the 12th day of March, 1850, by CoL John 
Munroe, ~ommanding the 9th Military DP.partment, re.cogriizing 
hhu as -"a Commissioner of the Slate of Texas for the purpose 
of establishing the ci1Jil jurisdiction nf the State over this ter· 
ritory," and reqniring from the · milirary authorities under his 
command, a rigid non-interferenre with him in the exercise of 
his functions. 'rhis order and the course which it indicated as 
the one to be pursued by the anthorities of the United Stntes, was 
all that he demanded. It is trne it was not all that he hnd a right 
to expect from the justice and liberality of the General Govern· 
ment, bnt it would have been sufficient to have enabled him to 
accomplish the object he. had~ undertaken, had it been observed· 
in good faith. I ·regret to he compoll(l'd to stnte however, thnt it 
was not observed in g6od faith -very far from it. ' 
'Yonr honorable body will perceive from the report of the Com­

missioner and accomp"nying document~, copies of which are 
herewith submitted, marked A, that on his arrival at Santa Fe, he 
not only met with every discourngement on the part of the indi· 
viduul exercising- the authority of civil and military Gov., but ·it 
was distmctly intimated to him, that if he sncceeded in holding his 
elections, and in qualifying the officers electPd, the jurisdiction of 
Texas wonld not be recognized.-SnpPradded to this·, he was 
threatened by a judge holding a commission from the President 
of the United StatE'S with imprisonmeut if he aHempted to en­
force the laws of the State over th_at territory. Appeals were 
made by the same Judge to the populace to resist the authority of 
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the State. Public meetings were called and he\d ·with the same 
object which were presided over and comprised principally of the 
officers and other persons in the pay and employment of the Uni­
ted States Government- and all this under the immediate eye 
and observation of the commanding officer, who if not the pro­
jector ot these proceedings, unquestionably yielded his assent to 
them, and subsequently adopted them, by issumg his proclama­
tion calling a convention to form a government adverse to, and 
it~dependent of our own. 

,.fhis course of conduct on the part of Col. Munroe wonld 
seem strange after his order of March the 12th, were we not able 
to account for it by a belief which scarcely admits a doubt, that 
subsequent to the date of the order, he received instructions tore­
pudiate the rights and anthonty of 'rexas in that territory.-. 
,.rhat he received what he regarded as eqnivolent to such instruc­
tions there can exist no don bt. If the tone and import of the 
message sent by the Pre~ident of the United States to the Senate 
on the 17th of June were not sufficient to satjsfy 'he mind on 
this subject, the letter of the Hon. Volney E. Howard of July the 
4th, addressed to the Editors of the Southern Press, with confirm­
atary evidence from other quarters, places it beyond question.­
Copies of these documents are submitted herewith, marlH:d B, 
with the request, that they may receive the consideration which 
they merit. 

As soon as it was practicable to prepare the docnmen.ts after 
receiving the report of the commissioner, I transmitted them to 
onr Senators and Representatives in Congres~, in order that they 
might be fully advised in an official shape of the actual state of 
things at Santa Fe. _ · 

I also addressed a letter to the Pr·esident of the United States. 
accompanied with a copy of Col. Munroe's proclamation calling 
a convention to form a State Government in New Mexico, and 
most re&pectfnlly asked him to say whether or not, he rocognized 
and sanctioned the acts of Col. Mnnroe; so far as they affec·ed 
the rights of 'l"'exas. At the same time I addressed a letter to the 
Hon. Volney E. Howard covering a Protest against the unlawful 
usurpation by the Federal Authorities of onr rights at Santa Fe; 
and requested him to lay it before the President in the event of his 
Excellency's declining to disavow the acts of his military subor 
dinettes in that territory. 

Copies of my letters to the President, to Mr. Howard, to the 
Delegation in Congress and of the Protest, are herewith submit-
ted, marked C. .  

Although the proceedings referred to; no longer permitted meto 
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indulge the hope intimated in the communication which I had 
the honor to lay befon~ ynu, shortly after entering upon my offi- · 
cia! duties, H that the rlifficnlties encountered in our efforts to ex­
tend the jn risdictinn of the State over that portion of her territo­
ry may have·resulted from tardiness of nctiOn on the part of the 
Federal Authorities, rather than a deliberate design to do us 
wrong ; ': yet, I was nnxions that the President shonld have oue 
more opportunity of disclaiming ~uch design, and hence it was, 
that I reqnested onr Dele~ at inn in Congress to have an interview 
with him on the subjt>ct previous to the delivfry of the protest.­
No such disclaimer however has beeu received, and facts which 
have ~ince come to my kuowlf'dge, indicate most clear! y that 
none snch was made or intended to bA made. 

·Having thus: gentlemen, placed bef<ll·e yon, in a very plain nnd 
briefmanner, the most prominent facts nnd circumstances con­
nected with onr relations with Santa Fe, as they have recently 
been developed, and having called your attention to the unwar­
rantable nssnmption of power by the Executive branch of the 
Federal GovPmment iu its direct inted't-!rence with the naunicipal 
and internal affairs of a sovert>ign Stnte, tl1e qnestion at ouce pre­
sents itself-what course does duty, houor, patriotism and a just 
appreciation of our solemn obligations to the country require us 
to adopt :t · 

I arn fully sensJ1le, that this is a question involving the most 
serious considerations, and in its contemplation there is commin.g­
led much of hope nnd apprehension. But who will !~titer in tli-e 
path wny of duty thongh the wrong-doer be there powerful and 
mighty? On the one llaod our dPvotion to the Uniou-a devo­
tion manifested in the confi,ding spirit with which we yielded 
many of the most important attribute~ of sover('ignty for a con­
nection with it-renders ns averse to the adoption of mear!;refi, 
·which might seem hy pnc;;sibil ity to contemplate a collision with 
any of its constituted authnritie[o;, while, on the other hand, a just 
sense of what is dne to onrselv•'s, will not permit us to submit to 
ontrnges and wrc.ng from any qnarter. So long ns we were per­
mitted to cherish the hopA, that there existed 11•"' fixed or premed­
itated d~sign, to deprive ns of our nc\mowlcdgPd and essential 
rights, onr langnnge was that of entreaty and supplication-our 
conr~e that of forbenrnnce a11d moderation: bnt with the unde­
niable evidence now before ns of a Sf'ttlecl delt'rminution to de, 
spoil us, r•,gardless of compacts and constitutional guaranties, of 
at least one.third of ;:ur territorv-a cnntinnauce of snch lan­
gunz~ and snch n conrse. wnnld l1e d1~gradation a11d shame. 
·~ Difficult and emburrassiug then, u.s the question undoubtedly 
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is, nnd however franght its contemplatinn with pninfnl solicitude, 
we have· lt~fl ns no choice, bnt to nlet·t ir. It ruuf:t Le 111et boldly, 
and ft:>arle:s!-ly and determined. Not by furtla-'r Sllf'plic<llioll or 
disrn!o.sinn witl1 Federal anll10ritie~; 11ot by n·rwwt·d itppt->nls to 
their ge11Prnsity mH.I sympathy; not by a lofl!l,t"'r wlillllCP. 011 the 
delu:-;ive hop~, that jnstice will yet he e>.teud .... d tons; but by nc­
tion--tnttllly and determined action on our part, by a prompt ;ts­
sertiou of on r ri!,!hts and a practical mai~ttewtnre of t II Pill with 
all the nwi•lls we can rommaud, ';at aU hazards and to the last 
e:ctremity. '' 

After deeply, nnd I trust mntnrely rPfiectinz on this c:-nhject, 
with a mind guided by the most anxious de~ire, to t11ke llt1 step 
in it which would not command the nppwbatiou of my ({dlo\V 
cit izeus and Lhe n·flt:>cti ng portion of 1 hose nf our si:-;ter Statt·s, whose 
inten-'st in this matter is ~--trougly assimilated to ours, it is my delib· 
entte and firm conviction thnt there i~ nnw left ns but oue course 
consistent with honor, ltlld a just seuse or what is due to our­
se/vt~s ns a sover~ign ct~mnnlnity, nud that is, the immediate 
adoption by ynnr honorable body with fJPJ"fect UIWilimitV, of such 
mensnrcs as are necel'sary for the O"Cllpatiou nt Sauta Fe, with 
a fi1rce ample to qnPil the arrogant aud n~bellious ~pirit 11ow pre­
vailing there, nnd to enable us to extend aud firmly estubli~h the 
jurisdicriou and lnws of the State over it. 

Should t lte adopt ion and unswerving en f()rrement of these 
measures lend to a cnuflict with those who, hv Executive anthori~ 
tv, are now unla wfnll v ext•rcising the powP.I'S of n ~ovenuuent 
a·dverse to onr interest's within on-r defined aud ncknr.,wledO'Pd li-

1'=1 

mits, there nre noue \\· ho would rPgret that rouflict, uud tile cnnse-
qnrucPs which wotdd runst probably flow from it, ruore than 
mys,,lf: hut l should be consoled in the cunternplatiou of its .fPar­
ful re~mlts hy the rPtlt>dintJ that it wus not a ditliculty of onr seek­
ing-tlant. every effort 011 nut· part, save that of craven ~ubrnis­
sion tn lnwless Ollll'il!.-.!e <-lfld insult, hod bePII etnplny<-'d to avPrt. it, 
and coufiding iu the justice of onr cause, I shnnld fp(•rlessly meet 
it, I rust i11g- a11d fi.•eli11g assn rt->d 1 hat Texn~ wonld sraud C'Xnnernted 
bef(lre the world, eveil shon ld thnt conflict shake. ·ro its very 
ee11tre. the most glorinns coufederucy upon which the sun lu;s 
evet· shone. 

I an1 unt of the nnmher of those who have attemptPd to Psti­
mate the valne uf tl~e U11ion. I n·zard its benefits, whPtl they 
are ctdministered in coufcmnity with the s,1irit nttd principles of 
its constitution, n~ nnnppt·Pciab!P. by those who ure IPft in their 
nndis~nrhf.d enjoyrneut. Bnt, wht-~n the g-nnrantif•s ,..,{ tllt1t sncred 
instrumeut are set at uanght: or when fo1ce slwll be 1rsorted to as 
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the legi~irnate mode of thPir interpretntioh, it will then cense to 
be a lJuion eutilled to our revereuce, becuuse it will have cca:o:t•d 
to posst·ss the power of exteudiug equal aud mutuul beuefits to ull 
'Of its members. · 

lu view, then, of the nnplensanl und extrnordimuy position in 
which we are placed, and of the absolute uecessity of iulllll~dlute 
and decisive nctiou 011 our parr, l l't!Cotmueud thut your lwuorn­
ble body atllhnrize the Executive to mise, with as lillle.9t>l,,y EtS 

possiblt~, 1vith pmver to supply, atlt•a8t IWo l't>girLelJts of mouuted 
volnnteers·tor th~ couteu1pluted tuove to UJ1U occupuucy o1 Snn-
ta Fe. , . 

Iu making this recommPndntion, I am not nnmiudfnl of the 
heavy expetises which it will iuvolvP, nud the etuiJurrJt~sing ditfi­
culties which will be preseuted· ill nu. .. •·iiug 1hc uece:-~ary tuuds to 
meet them: but I rely with grent cnufilh-·uce on the wi~dom of 
the Lezislutnre iu devi~ing- some etfecttve meHus to nH.:>et the emer­
gency ~recolleclillll thut '1'e.xas in a much aurl\er aiJ(.l more em­
borrmssPd pt>riod uf her pecn111nry resources prepart~d to eucoun­
ter, nnd did successfully euconuter, a more i!ppallill~ cntdiict. 

' It may not be iluproper, iu coflllt'Ction with this 8ubject, to re­
mind your houorahle bndy lhal there Js·uow lyiug- tdle uud un­
PI'otita:hty in ·the Treasury the snru of $34,443 00 wluciJ hus 
been set npnrt, in nccnrdnuce with a provi::-iuu of the coustllullllnt 
as a school fnnd. It is ll'lle that this fu11r.l cauuot be ••pproprillted 
to any other oh.kct that that 1t.lr wlai('h it WiiS ori~dtwlly Ut'slgued. 
But mny not its prc•senl shape be cht111ged by cc,u vertiug it into 
one of ditftH'tHJt aud more profitable chaructcr (l,r the nll1mate at­
tainmPut uf the ellds contemplated, wiLiwut violutiug uuy consti-
tllfionRl provisiou ~ · · 

Iu my g-eueral mes~ng-e to you in December 1ast, I suggested 
the piau of converting it by loan or otherwise into some profita­
ble stock lwaring irlleresr, Ultlil it shall ht· suffirieut to uurlwrize its 
useful employnwul in lh'3 way designed; beiug then collviuct'U, ns 
I am nnw, hthat it would be totally lost if distnbnted amougst the 
various counties, whi 1st the nmollt• t W'fls too i ncousidertt ble to tffect 
any beneficial pnrpose.'' It is trne tltnl, nt that time, l wn': from 
the imperfect ;efleclion I hild bPeiJ able to ~ive to 1he snhject, of 
the opinion that snch n conversion Wi!S ttot cmthorizPd from the 
terms of the constitutwn, hut upnn further consideration, nud a 
more critir.nl examinatinu of the phrnsenlogy employt-·d, I am led 
to doubt sornewhnt the entire correctiJf•ss of the vit'W theu enter-
tninerl. The expressions that h·no law ~hall ever be mude di- · 
vertlng snid fund to any olher~nse than the support 9f free pub­
lic schools," would probably be construed to meau·that the value, 
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the essential property of the fnnd, shc'\ll never be applied to any­
other purpose, and uot that the evidences of that value shall not 
be changed or r.ouverted in 1o other evidf'nces, eqnally avaiiHble 
and more beneficial to the objects iutended to be promoted by it. 
I submit the subject~ however, for your cuusideration, remarking 
that I shonld be amongst the last to weaken the gn11rds which 
were manifestly intP-ndl:'d to be placed around the fnr1d allnded to, 
and it it could he now profitably employed, I wonld not uml\e the 
suggestion which I have done, though the object to which it is 
desireu tu apply it is second in importance to none other. If you 
shall concnr with me that the change proposed is admissible, l 
tmggest that yon n1nke provision for issniug stock by the Stnte, 
bearing interest at eight per cent.: to the extent of thnt fund, pay­
aP!e at any time hereafter when in the jnd~n1em of the LPgisla­
ture it mny be desirable to call it iu, nnd thnt ample security be 
prot•ided for its redemption in a pledg-e of the puhlic domain, and 
as much of the procef'ds nrisin~ from the snle of nuy portion of 
it as may be necessnry, streng.thening these pledges with any fur­
ther !'lecurities that yon mny dPem proper. 

The money, now lying idle and profitles~ in the Treasury, 
might thus be mnde anxilliary to thfl other resources of the Stnte 
in prepnring- nud fitting- out a militnry expt-'ditinn, nnd at ~he 
same time the fulld would be increased by its employment in this 
most worthv manner. · 
· The Stat~ hns at this. time ahout six hundrP.d stand of arms 
which cnnld he used if actually necessnry to snpply any unavoid­
able ddiciencies, but it shol)ld be rPqnired in my j11dgment, that 
any troops mustPred for the servicfl iudir.ated, should be required 
to mount, arm n11d eqnip themselves, nnd it is lJelieved that our 
citizens nre patriotic enough to enrolthem~elves uuder the hnnner 
of their State upon an ocr.asion !ike tl~e presrnt, without expect­
ing l\llV advance of pay for their services; but I wonld recom­
mend that the Legislnture mnke as ample provision as the resour­
ces to be derived from onr public lnnds will pNrntt, to secure 
them a jnst and libeml compensation covering their pay proper, 
and likewise satisfactory reimbur~ement for ail nctnal unavoid­
able losses which thuy n.ay incur while in the service of the Stnte. 

A statement of the present nnd prospective condition and re­
sourct's of the Treasury, to~ether with estimntes of the pr,>hable 
amount which will be reqnirf'd for munitions of wnr, provisions 
and transportation, will be laid bt>fore you for such action .as will 
be-proper on yonr pnrt. marl<ed D. 

'VVbile addressin~ yon on the,~nhject·of onr difficulties nt Santa 
Pe, and ~uggesting as I have done, the only eourse w~ich to my 



mind is capnble of affording a remedy, it w~mld be improper for 
me not to call your nttention to certain measures now peuding 
before the Congress of the United States, ar:d in which amongst 
other things, it is proposed to establish a governmeet for Ne\V 
Mexico, with a boundary extending south to the 32d parallel 
of north latitt1de, nnd east to the one hundredth parallel of west 
longitude, striking off thert'by, unceremoniously, nearly one 
third of the territory embmced within the heretofore acknowl­
edged and recognized limits of this Stnte. 'rhis plan is nccom­
pnuied with n proposition ttl Texas to give her dollars 
for a relinquishment of herclnim, or in plainer langunge, to give 
her dollars: provided she will quietly stand Hloof, and per­
mit a party in Congn·ss, known to be adverse to certain institu­
tions of the south, and seel\ing every opportunity to as~ail them, 
to partition her territory in n. manner consonant \fith their views 
to afford them another means of carrying out their favorite policy 
on that subject. . . 

However willing Texas may have bPen, nnd may still be to 
dispose.of a portion of her north western territot'y, upon fair, 
equitable and honorable terms, I carjnot believe that a.1y party 
respectable for its numbers or intelligence, wi II be fonud amongst 
us who would be willing to accept a proposition so degrading to 
the character and dignity of 'the State, as the one ~outained in 
the bill reported by the Compromise Committee of the Senate. 
The right of the ~eneral Government to dispose of any pol·tion 
of the territory of a sovereign 'State without its com;ent, cannot 
be admitted or acquiesced in by a free people, so long as they re­
tain any just conception of the n~lative rights and obligations of 
the Federal and. State Governments to each other; and so trne 
is this principle, that notwithstunding this movt>ment in reference 
to Texas, it seems not to be denied by those who are advocating­
the rnensnre; br they place the 1oundation of their proceedingi 
in the assumption, that we have no right or title to the territory 
in qnestion ! . 

The qnestion of our title we will not agnin discuss, as it can 
resnlt in no practical e:ood; and iudeed it would be humiliating 
to do so, after so much has been snid in refe1·ence to it. '•The 
argument is exhausted." 'rhose who now deny our claim, 
would continue to d~. so, were it placed before them in characters 
written with a sunbeam. It stands iu the way of the attainment 
of their darling object in respect 'to slavery, and to deny it affords 
the only pretext which can he found for avoiding the stipulntions 
of the compnct nnder which Texas lwcame a member of the 
Confederacy. Public faith is to be sacrificed at the shrine of an 
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unhallowed fanaticis.m, nnd in the opinions of ~ona~ occnpyin()! 
pro~uinent pnsitim1s in the councils of the cnnntry, the cous1itu~ 
tiou itself should he mnde to yield ttl< n morbid philauthropy nri­
ginatiug and existin'{ ouly in the ht>.ntt··d ima~iuatinu~ of punizan 
zealots. T~xns Cllll wwer be guided by such influences. She 
will u~ver, it is hoped, debase her.self iu the eyes of her sister 
States of the Sonth, hy glvirtl,! her assent to measures so u.aui­
festly inteuded to strike lt hlo\v at their most vitul iutere~ts; and 
she regards the nttenJpt to pnrehase her ncqniesce11ce in so nuholy 
a scherne, as an insult offered to the illtPgri.ty, corumon SPIJSe 
and honor of het· citizens. If n proposition had been made 
fimndP.d upon Iter acknowledged r'igltts of territory, to purchuse 
from her that porrion of it lyiug uorth of the :14th dt·gree of 
north latitude, and nccompamed wi·th a snlfic1eut guararHee that 
the provisious of th'~ Joint. Resolutions for ntlllPXation in re~pect 
to slavery should be observed, the most respF>ctful cou~ideration 
would have been given to it, cttld I ri.sk but little in sayuJg, that 
a lnr~e majority of onr fellow citi:aens would huve met such a 
proposition iu the most liheral spiri.t, aud with n sincere desire to 
accord everv thing reasonable and just th.at might have been 
asked in refi•rtHiCe to it. 

I have deemed it my duty to call your attention to this snhject, 
because it may uot be iuapproprinte· fi:,ryon, coming directly frnm 
the peoplet to give a11 expression o.f the public seutiment in re~ 
.gard to. it. Snch an expre:-;siou may have a salntnry influence 
elsewhere-if not in prodnciug 'more liberal and just nctiou to­
ward u.s, at lna-.t in cuttiug off a discussion which mnst be fruit~ 
less in the attainrmmt of its ohject. It is true that this proposi­
tion so objec·tillnable aud offi:m~ive in its terms to us, hHs nnt- so 
far ll? we are irifilrmed ohtuin·ed the sanc·tion of either brauch of 
CnrH!rPss, nnd the hope is still i ndnlged thnt it may receive snell 
lnodifications and chan2'es ns will me1ke it me.itortcllls and wor. 
thy of onr consideration; bnt while we :nay flatter onrsPives 
with this reasonahiP expectatton, yon. need not be pre-vented from 
an expression of your opinion i-n reference to it, clenr nnd uue. 
qnivocal, and shcmld not, in my hnmble judgment,. pre\'ent yonr 
decided and prompt nction in re~ard to the coursH to be pnrsned 
in snstaiuing in relation to Santa Fe, the integrity, character 
and interest of the State. ~ 

In my message suhmitted to you in Decemher lr.st, I nsed the 
following language: "The State should unquestionably nse the 
necessary mP.ans to cause her laws to hP. obey~d and respected 
etc. I therefore recommend that the ·Executive be nnthortZPd 
to send to Santa Fe, if the necessity for doing so should coutin· 
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ue to exist, a military force S'tffficient to enable the civil nnthori~ 
ties to Pxeeute the laws of the State in that portion of the terri-· 
tory, without reference to n11y Uilticipnted actton of the F~dcral 
Goverurne11t, or re~atd to the military power of the U11ited States 
stattom~d nt Sa uta Fe. I m.tke this recommendation with more 
freedom, lwcausc I cannot conceive that a menstue of thts char~ 
acter, will, or nnght to give rise to nuy disturbance in our rela.· 
tious with the l:;'ederal Govel·ument. The right of Texas to en. 
fi1rce her jnrisdiction is nnt mcnc perfect in the cnnnty of Travis~ 
than it is iu the con11ty nt Sa uta ~e; and if the employment. of the 
necessa1·v fince tn enable hi:~r to exercise that right over a refraC·· 
tory popialation, shonld produce a collision with the l<,ederal Au­
thorities, the fault will uot be hers.-Sne will stand exouerated 
in the j11d~mm1t of just men frlltn nil the fearful consequences 
which m;1y re~ult from such a conflict. ltJ1'mgg-esting to the Le­
gislature the propriety of authorizing the Executive to senq a 
militnry force to Sauta r~,e, I nm not UIIITlilldfnl of the increased 
pecuniary bnrthr~ns, which the exercise of the authority will 
impose nj•on on r present tax-paying- citizens. I tm.st, however, 
that the necessity of carryi11g into effect a measnre of this sort 
may yet he averted. lfLhe difficulties enconutered in our dfints 
to ext•md the jnrisdiction of tne Sta e ovP.r that portion of h~r 
territory., have rcsnlted from the tardiness of action 011 the pnrl of 
the Federal Authorities, rnther thau from a deliberate de!'itru to . ~ 

dn us n wrong, (a11d it may be ascribed to that cause,) we may 
still en~onmge the hopP. tlwt a seuse or mnguauimiry iWd justice 
may induce her, npon heinz advi!'ed ·of :he course we have re­
solved to p•trsuP, if driven to it, to adopt such measures ns will 
snpPrcedtl the necessity of illcnrring this expense; bnt the in­
dulg-ence of this hope slaonld not prevent your action upon the 
subject. Snch act inn may nccPIPrate-it caunot retard the i~suc 
and aLljnstment of the question." 

I n"nst he perruittfn) to expres~ my reg"t"et thnt the Honorahle 
Le!!islallue did uot ~1crord ill the prnpriety of this recnrnmcnda­
tion, since every rircnmstance wh1ch has tran~pired ill cnnuPC­
tion with this matter f>slablishes the fact, tltnt their concurrence 
in ChP. vie,v~ then expressPLl, and hy plnring- nt the di.srosal of 
the Exeentive a comparatively small military forcP, the difficul­
ties nnd emharrassments now snrroundin,2' ·this sn~ject would 
have terminatPd, our jnrisdictin1J bcPn formally eswhlishfd in that 
county; the Srnte snved from a heavy expP.nse, nnd the Execu~ 
tive from the nnplt=>n~nnt necessity of assembling yon at this nn­
favorable season of rho Yf"nr. Even the Militnry Commander at 
Santa Fe, intimated to our Commissioner, tha~ if Texas at that 



16 

period had made a suitable mil itnry demonstration at Santa fe, it 
wotild helVe had the eti~~ct of keeping in c.heck the rebelliou~ alld 
disorganizing spirir, lo~tered aud kept alive thct·e by designing 
and political demagngnes,-and it rt-quires no prophetic spirit to 
toresee, that had we then or at .a previons dny taken possession 
of the country, under c.irc~umstances which would huve enabled 
ns to maintain it, a very different course wonld have beeu ndnpt­
•3d in refet·ence to our claim from the one which is uow brought 
iorward and atlempted to be establishrd. 

I do not, 1 assn re you gentlemen, ad vert to these things in any 
:":pirit of querulous complaint. It was my duty to submit to yon 
such recommendations as I deemed proper; it was your pri vilC'ge 
to take such actitm thereon as yon r jndgmeut sanctioued ; but 
they are referred to, that we may profit by the expeneuce of the 
past, aud not permit any delusive hope to stop ot· retard present 
:(ltld future action. 'Ve have already suffered f1om a routiueuce 
in others too geuerousnndimplicit. Let m: rtot increa~e lhnt suf­
fering by alfording additional nd vantages to- those who would 
.~eek to despoil us of onr rights. 

I have had prepared and herewith lay before yon, copies of 
all documents conuected with this subject which may be u~eful 
to yon in your deliberntions. Among tlwm nre my irJsiructions 
w l\lnj. Neighbors, and addres:~ to thn people of the coutlties of 
Presidio, El Paso, \V orth and Santa Fe: marked E. 

I ruight elaborate the subject of our dtfficulties connected with 
Santa Fe, by tracing their orig-in and progress more fully, by 
enurneratir1g the various expedients which have been emr,Ioyed 
to al icnnte the population of that part of on r territory from us; 
and a strong nppca I could be made to yon r sympathies and f(>el­
ings of State pride, by releren<'e to tb~ blood bought sacrifices 
which Texas has made in tlte acqnisition of the couutry over 
1\:l:ich !';he clnims sovereignty. But it is not neccssnry. I will 
remark that 'Texas cannot with nny propnet-r be charged with 
being impatient 01' precipitete in this matter or di~putcd boundary-; 
on the contrary her tno patient relinnre ou the jn~tlce of the 
fieneral Governmeut hns brought her present evils upon her.­
Hnmility anc1 pnliet"!ce have characterized her cour!':e so far, nnd 
~hould occasiounlly arn~ feelincrs of indig-nation be betrnyed in 

J n (,. 
her councils or hy her citizens, let it be remembered in justice, 
that the great head of the family of States mav not claim eutire 
cxer"t1ptio.n from the frailties of liatnre. • 

Bnt there should be nn criminations or recrimi1~ntions hetween 
U1e Federal and State Govc>rnments. A prnpe:- appi·eriation of 
thl(; Uuion and its benefits abides in our State~ a11d so long as this 
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.sentiment can exist consistent with independence and honor, i~ 
will be fostered with pride. 

But our rights are slill our rights, and when, and in what 
manner they are to be asserted and mamtained, the represeuta­
tives of the people are now called on to determme. In your de­
liberatiqns and final action· upon this grave and important ~ub­
jcct, I trust your honorable body will exhibit firmness, temper­
ed· with mildness ; decision, after the free exercise of an enlight­
ened judgment; self respect, with a decent regard for the opin­
ions of those who stand adversely to us ; and obtaining a com­
plete victory over those high passions v;hich the occasion and 
these turbulent times are so mnch calcL:lated to engender, you 
will, it is hoped, exhibit to the world that the youngest member 
of a great confederacy can, when she feeLs herself aggrieved, as­
sert with the confidence which justice inspires, her just claims, 
and by a moral force effectuate a ncbie end, which in other 
;tges and countries could only be consummated by political con­
vulsions and the sword. 

I have humbly and in great sincerity given you my views and 
made such recommendations as my judgment approved. If the 
suggestion8 which I have made shall meet your concurrence, I 
shall indeed be pleased. H in the resourees of your collective 

. wisdom you conceive a better plan for the attainment of the end 
proposed, I shall be most happy to co-operate with you in the ap. 
proval and execution of it. 

It is my duty to announce to you that since the adjournment 
of your honorable body in February last, there has been no 
abatement of lndtan ho8tilit1es on our frontier. The sufferings 
of our fellow citizens on several portions of it have increased, 
notwithstanding the vigorous efforts made by the veteran Com­
mander, Gen. Brooke, to afford security. This officer is crippled 
in his actiOn by the miserable policy emanating from the Capital. 

'"rhere are other subjects which I might present worthy of le­
gislative action; but consulting the wishes of our fellow-citizens, · 
the public expense, and your convenience, but little will be pre­
sented by me to the H0rwrable Legislature, disconnected with the 
main object for which yon· were assembled. 

Iu conclusion, allow me to add, that we are called on for an 
expression of our grateful thanks to a kind Providence for its 
manifold blessings, and most humbly to invoke His aid in giving 
to om belov~d State a happy issue out of all her misfortunes, 
and to onr common country pence. P. H. BELL. 

[For documents accompanying Governor's Message, see Ap­
pendix.] 

2s 
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On motion of Mr. VanDerlip, the Senate returned to the Sen­
ate chamber. 

On motion of Mr. Van Derlip, the committee on printing and 
contingent expenses was instructed to contract for 2,000 copies of 
the Governor's message, for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, Mr. Campbell was added to the com-
mittee on Printing and Contingent ExpP.nses. ' 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the Senate adjourned until 9 
o'clock, A.M. to-rnorrow. 

WEDNESDAY, August 14, 1850. 

Senate met-roll called-·President pro tem. in the chair- . 
r-rhe following Senators answered to their names: 

.Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Campbell, Gage, Grimes, Hart, Lat­
. imer, Moffett, Parker1 Phillips, Robertson, Taylor, T!uit, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wallace--quorum present. 

Mr. Gage, from the committee on Printing and Contingent 
Expenses, made the following report : 

The committee on Printing and Contingent Expenses, to 
whom was intrusted the contracting for the printing of two 
thousand copies of the Governor's message ; report that they 
have contracted with Messrs. DeCordovas, the conductors of the 
South-Western American, for that number, at three cents per 
copy. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill to alter the time of holding the 
District Court in the seventh judicial district of the State of 
Texas ; read first time. 

Mr. Robertson moved the indefinite postponement o1 the bill ; 
upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 

Yeas: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Campbell, Hart, Latimer, 
Robertson, Taylor: Truit and Ward-9. 

Nays: Messrs. Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Moffett, Parker, Phillips 
VanDerlip and Wallace-B. 

Mr. Wall ace moved that the l'Ules of the last session be adopt~ 
ed-canied. . 

Mr. Wallace presented a communication from John S. Besser, 
which, on his motion, was referred to the committee on Peni­
tentiary. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That no business other than that recommended to 


